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Being taken to Court 

due to a family conflict?

Finding it too expensive to
engage a solicitor?

Don’t qualify for Legal Aid?

funded by 
Derbyshire County Council

We have a team of McKenzie Friends to support 
families and their children to help resolve family 
conflict.

They have knowledge and experience and 
are available to support you through the legal 
process.

Never underestimate the benefit of just talking 
through your situation with somebody who is 
familiar with the courts and family law.

Attending Family Court can be a daunting task 
for anyone.  A McKenzie Friend can accompany 
you and support you.

In times of stress, it may be difficult to focus 
and make sense of 
court procedures. 

Having someone 
knowledgeable 
to assist you and 
provide you with 
support helps to 
relieve some of the 
emotions that legal 
proceedings create.

Salcare
59 Ray Street

Heanor
DE75  7GF

Tel:  01773 765899
mckenziefriend@salcare.org.uk

www.salcare.org.uk

Contact Us to
Find Out More



WHAT IS A 
McKENZIE FRIEND?

Anyone involved in a family law case in a United 
Kingdom Court is entitled to represent themselves 
in Court (they do not need to employ a solicitor or 
barrister) and if they choose to do this they are termed 
a ‘Litigent in Person’ (LIP).

A LIP may be accompanied by someone to help them 
and this person is called a ‘McKenzie Friend’, named 
after the case which established the principles in 
1970.  This is not an automatic right, but a judge 
would only refuse to allow a LIP to have the help of a 
McKenzie Friend for a very good reason.

More and more people are conducting their own Family 
Law cases in Court, without a solicitor or barrister.  This 
is because lawyers’ fees can be very high, and Legal 
Aid to pay these fees is becoming harder to obtain.

Representing yourself in Court is not as daunting as 
it may sound, especially if you have the assistance 
of  a McKenzie Friend to help in preparing the case 
beforehand and to sit alongside you in Court.

HOW CAN A 
McKENZIE FRIEND HELP?

WHAT CAN’T A 
McKENZIE FRIEND DO?

• Provide independent support for the LIP

• Take notes

• Help with case papers

• Quitely give advice on:

• issues that the LIP may wish to raise in 
court

• questions the LIP may wish to ask 
witnesses

• A McKenzie Friend has no right to act on behalf 
of a LIP.  They may not act as the LIP’s agent 
in relation to the proceedings nor manage the 
case outside court, for example, by signing court 
documents.

• A McKenzie Friend is not entitled to address the 
court, nor examine any witnesses.  However, in 
exceptional circumstances, a judge may grant 
a McKenzie Friend what is termed as ‘rights of 
audience’ in a particular case.  The McKenzie 
Friend would then be allowed to address the 
court and conduct the LIP’s case for them. 

WE CAN
SUPPORT YOU

WITH A
McKENZIE 

FRIEND


